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[Abstract:] Relative to bids most suitable to be accepted for material in M & R Dept. 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Melting and Refining Department, 
Philadelphia, 

June 28, 1888 


Hon. D.M. Fox 
Superintendent 


Sir: 


In response to your request for any suggestions as to the bids most suitable to be 
accepted, for materials used in this department, I have the honor to say: that the lowest bids are 
acceptable to use in all cases with the exception of that for crucibles. The Phoenix Co. of 
Taunton Mass. bid somewhat lower than R.J. Taylor & Son, and sent samples for trial. I had 
them tested and got adverse reports from the foremen of both melting rooms. While I think it 
quite possible that a better result might be had upon a more extended trial with a variety of 
mixtures such as The Phoenix Co. could doubtless furnish, yet in view of the actual experience 
with the crucibles tried, I do not feel warranted in risking a change ever to effect a small saving 
in first cost. 


The uniform satisfaction given by the Taylor crucible, taken in connection with the 
unsatisfactory test of the other as stated above, induces me to advise that the bid of Robt. J. 
Taylor and Son be accepted. 


Very Respectfully, 
D.K. Tuttle 
Melter & Refiner 


